
! ! ! Literacy Kit 

DINOSAURS

Books can be 

dangerous." The best 

ones should be 

labeled "This could 

change your life."" 

~Helen Exley

Escapade into Literacy

DEAR PARENTS/GUARDIANS:

Literacy is everywhere, not 
just in school. Therefore, it is 
important to foster literacy 
development at home. By 
reading to/with your child at 
home, you are reinforcing this 
message and contributing to 

your child’s literacy success. 
Furthermore, this Literacy Kit 
about dinosaurs was created 
to help you and your child 
enjoy reading and learning 
together. 

Start your learning adventure 
by reading some books with 
your child about this popular 
topic. Then explore the topic 
with three activities. Enclosed 

you’ll find what you need: 

>> two books to share with 
your child; 

>> three related activities;

>> Parent Instructional 
Booklet; and

>> short survey to tell me if 
you enjoyed using this kit.

When you’ve finished with this 
Literacy Kit, please return it 
along with the completed 
survey to school. 

We hope you’ll enjoy reading 
and learning together!

 - CSC & St. Bernard School

Reading Level: Primary  

Tyrannosaurus Rex.

Fossilized Pterodactylus. Megalosaurus jaw.



Dinosaurs Literacy Kit

Roar!

Read a book to your child and help unleash their inner dinosaur!

CONTENTS OF LITERACY KIT:

 two books (1 fiction/ 1 non-fiction);

 instructions;

 three theme related activities;

 supplies for creative activity;

 bookmark; 

 a list of other book titles and 

websites; and 

 parent feedback survey.



DINOSAURS

Getting ready

1. Before you read the books to 

your child or have your child read 

the books to you, be sure to read 

them yourself. One book is fiction 

– a “make-believe” story. The 

other book is nonfiction, or 

informational and true. Reading 

the books first will give you the 

“inside scoop” to the twists and 

turns of the story, the 

interesting information inside, 

and the parts of the books that 

will appeal most to your child.

2. Next, read the three activities 

to see which of them you think 

your child will enjoy most, and 

which one you have the time and 

materials on-hand to do right 

away. Chances are, after you or 

your child read one (or both) of 

the books, your child may want to 

do an activity right away.

Start the fun

3. When you know you’ll have at 

least enough time to read and 

talk about one of the books, grab 

your child and a book, and dive 

right in. Start by talking about 

the cover of the book with your 

child – can he/she guess what it is 

about? Have they ever read a book 

by the same author or illustrator 

or about the same topic?

Read the book to your child or 

have them read it to you. Take 

time to ask and answer questions, 

explore the pictures, and wonder 

what will happen next. Read it 

again, if your child asks you to. 

Then, try the other book or one 

of the activities. 

4. Feel free to pick and 

choose from the 

activities, or change 

them to suit your 

child’s interests. Read 

the books again over 

the next few days and 

try different activities. 

Most important: have 

fun!

When you’re done...

5. Complete the survey 

and return it with the LIteracy 

Kit to your child’s school.

Make the most of  

the excitement 

reading these books 

creates, and try 

some hands-on 

learning. Exploring 

new ideas alongside 

your child, provides 

him/her with the 

opportunity to see 

how learning and 

reading is a lifelong 

experience.

How to Use This Literacy Kit



1. To encourage involvement, invite the child to turn pages for you when it’s 

time.

2. The first time you read a book, discuss the cover illustration. “What do you 

think this book is going to be about?”

3. As you read, keep listeners involved by asking, “What do you think is 

going to happen next?”

4. Read slowly enough for the child to build mental pictures of what he/she 

just heard you read. Slow down enough for the child to see the pictures 

without feeling hurried. Reading quickly allows no time for the reader to 

use vocal expression.

Tips for 
Read Alouds1

Book Selections

Dinosaurs burp, belch, and 
display all kinds of other 
inappropriate behaviors during 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 
But, is this the way that 
dinosaurs should act? Of course 
not. 

Ice Age Sabertooth tells the 
story of these ferocious 
predators—how they lived, 
hunted, and killed their prey, 
and what they may have looked 
like.

1 Taken from: Trelease, Jim. Thirty Do's To Remember When Reading Aloud. 2009. Print.



ACTIVITY #1: FAKE FOSSILS2!  

Real fossils take thousands of years to 
form, but you can make fake versions in a 
few minutes. Try this method to “fossilize” 
flowers and leaves.

What you need

! play dough (recipe follows)

! a rolling pin

! leaves, flowers, or other 

   natural items to fossilize

! a butter knife

What to do

1. Roll out a chunk of play 

dough until it’s about 2 cm 

(3/4 inch) thick.

2. Center a leaf or other item, 

vein-side down, on the play 

dough. Press it firmly into the 

play dough with the rolling 

pin. Remove the leaf. You 

might want to cut off the 

edges of the play dough to 

make a circle, square, or 

other shape. Use this same 

method to make as many 

fossils as you like. 

A fossil is the 
remains or 

impression of  
a prehistoric 

organism 
preserved in 

petrified form, 
as a mold, or 
cast in rock.

Fossilization is 
the process by 
which a fossil 

is formed.

Microwave Play Dough3

Ingredients:

• 2 cups plain flour

• 1 tablespoon vegetable oil

• 2 cups of water

• 1 cup salt

• 1 teaspoon cream of tartar

• food colouring

• microwave safe casserole 

dish and cover

Method:

1. Beat all ingredients 

together well.

2. Put in a microwave safe 

casserole dish and cook 

covered for 4 - 5 minutes 

on medium-high.

3. Stir halfway through.

4. Remember to store play 

dough in an airtight 

container when not in use.

2 Suzuki, David T., and Kathy Vanderlinden. Eco-fun: Great Experiments, Projects, and Games for a Greener Earth. Vancouver: Greystone Books, 2001. 70-71. Print.

3 Leimaycherry. "Microwave Play Dough Recipe - Best Recipes." Best Recipes. 10 Apr. 2008. Web. 15 Sept. 2010. <http://www.bestrecipes.com.au/recipe/Microwave-Play-Dough-L2181.html>.

http://www.bestrecipes.com.au/recipe/Microwave-Play-Dough-L2181.html
http://www.bestrecipes.com.au/recipe/Microwave-Play-Dough-L2181.html


ACTIVITY #2: HOW BIG IS A DINOSAUR?!  

MATERIALS NEEDED 

• several laminated dinosaur 

cut-outs

• 6 laminated dog cut-outs

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Pick one of the dinosaurs 

and ask your child to guess 

how many dogs tall they 

think that particular 

dinosaur is?

2. After your child has made 

their guess, ask them to see 

if their guess is correct by 

getting them to actually 

measure the length of the 

dinosaur using the provided 

laminated dog cut-outs. 

3. Was their guess correct? Ask 

your child to explain to you 

how they arrived at that 

particular guess? 

4. Remember to take turns 

with your child, 

have them pick a 

dinosaur for you to 

measure, and then 

talk about the 

strategies you used 

to arrive at your 

particular guess. 

5. Do this until all of 

the dinosaurs have 

been measured. 

One thing about 
dinosaurs that 

fascinates many 
children is their 

size. But how big is 
big? You may read 

together that 
Brachiosaurus is 

about 80 feet long, 
40 feet tall, and 
weighed 70-80 
tons, but what 

does that mean?

How many humans tall is a Brachiosaurus?

Extension Activity

Show your child a tree that tops 40 feet (birch or maple 

often are that height) or a four story building to get the 

sense of  how tall Brachiosaurus stood. A standard kids’ 

soccer field is about 90 feet wide, so a Brachiosaurus 

could lie down cross-wise on the field but his tail would 

still stick out by about 10 feet! Or if  a bus is about 40 

feet long, a Brachiosaurus would be about 2 buses long. 

There are 2,000 pounds in a ton. How much does your 

child weigh? How many of  your child would it take to 

equal one Brachiosaurus? 



ACTIVITY #3: WHAT IS IN A NAME?4

DINOSAUR: FROM THE GREEK “DEINOS” MEANING “TERRIBLE OR POWERFUL” AND 

“SAUROS” MEANING “LIZARD”

With their unusual and complicated names, dinosaurs offer a rich opportunity to explore letters 

and language. Here are some ideas to try: 

>> Formal scientific names for dinosaurs come from Latin and Greek words and are hard to 

pronounce using English. Use the DinoDictionary to listen to the pronunciation of more than 

300 dinosaur names. http://www.dinodictionary.com 

>> Dinosaurs are usually named for the way they look or behave, but the scientist who discovers 

a new dinosaur can name it for anything he or she likes — a special location, a family member 
or friend, or a mythical beast. Spend some time coming up with and writing down new names 

for dinosaurs that your child draws or imagines. 

>> Use the name of a real dinosaur to create an acrostic poem. Write the name of the dinosaur 

like this: 

M

A

I

A

S

A

U

R

A 

Begin each line with a word that starts with the letter on that line. Since Maiasaura means “good 

mother lizard” this poem might describe the dinosaur mother’s relationship with her young ones. 

>> You can also play with words with the names of real dinosaurs. Follow this example from the 

PBS show Word World to build a Word Thing of your child’s favorite dinosaur: 

http://pbskids.org/wordworld/activities/103b.html

>> You can also make funny stories up using dinosaur MADLIBS (see attached envelope marked 

activity #3).

4 Reading Rockets. “Reading Rockets: Family Literacy Bags: Adventures in Reading.” Reading Rockets: Reading Comprehension & Language Arts 

         Teaching Strategies for Kids. 2008. Web. 09 Sept. 2010. <http://www.readingrockets.org/article/27935>. 

http://www.dinodictionary.com
http://www.dinodictionary.com
http://pbskids.org/wordworld/activities/103b.html
http://pbskids.org/wordworld/activities/103b.html
http://www.reading
http://www.reading


are a great place to see and learn 

about dinosaurs. Here is a listing 

for you and your family to visit 

the next time you want an exotic 

or local dinosaur adventure:

Science Museum of 
Minnesota

120 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 
http://www.smm.org/visit/dinosaurs/

 Royal Ontario Museum
100 Queen's Park 

Toronto, Ontario
http://www.rom.on.ca/

Thunder Bay Museum
425 Donald St. E.

Thunder Bay, Ontario
http://www.thunderbaymuseum.com/

education.htm

A

d

d

i 

t 

i

o

n

a

l

 

R

e

s

o

u

r

c

e

s

Dinosaur Train
http://pbskids.org/dinosaurtrain/

Join Buddy, Tiny, Shiny, and Don, 
as they embark on magical 
adventures aboard the Dinosaur 
Train. Learn dinosaur facts, play 
games, and watch episodes online.

The parent site for the Dinosaur 
Train can be found at: 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/dinosaurtrain/

How Stuff Works: Dinosaurs
http://animals.howstuffworks.com/dinosaurs

It isn't hard to imagine the world full of dinosaurs, 
even though these extinct animals haven't walked the 
earth for millions of years. Learn all about dinosaurs, 
including early dinosaur discoveries, dinosaur fossils, 
and dinosaur extinction.

Online Learning

Thunder Bay Lapidary & 

Mineral Society

Box 10372
1005 Alloy Drive
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 6T6

Movies

Organizations

The Land Before Time 

Series

Dinosaur 

(2000)

Ice Age: Dawn of  the 

Dinosaurs (2009)

Museums...

NOVA: Search for Fossils
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/arcticdino/program.html 

Go with NOVA on an exciting Arctic trek and watch as a 
team of paleontologists attempts to tunnel into the 
permafrost of Northern Alaska in search of fossil 
dinosaur bones.

Online Excavation
http://paleobiology.si.edu/dinosaurs/

Join in a virtual dinosaur dig and find more dinosaur 
links at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural 
History. 

http://www.smm.org/visit/dinosaurs/
http://www.smm.org/visit/dinosaurs/
http://www.rom.on.ca
http://www.rom.on.ca
http://www.thunderbaymuseum.com/education.htm
http://www.thunderbaymuseum.com/education.htm
http://www.thunderbaymuseum.com/education.htm
http://www.thunderbaymuseum.com/education.htm
http://pbskids.org/dinosaurtrain/
http://pbskids.org/dinosaurtrain/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/dinosaurtrain/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/dinosaurtrain/
http://animals.howstuffworks.com/dinosaurs
http://animals.howstuffworks.com/dinosaurs
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/arcticdino/program.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/arcticdino/program.html
http://paleobiology.si.edu/dinosaurs/
http://paleobiology.si.edu/dinosaurs/


O t h e r 
B o o k s

By: Michael Dahl 

By: Jan Lewis

By: Ian Whybrow 

Dinosaur World 

Series 

By: Robin Birch

Gone Forever! Series 

By: Rupert 

Matthews

NON-Fiction 

F
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n
 

By: Syd Hoff 

By: Kevin Lewis 



TELL US WHAT 

YOU THOUGHT 

ABOUT THIS KIT.

My child and I read books and did activities together about: (Please check 
off applicable theme of literacy kit used.)

 animals
 dinosaurs
 environment
 grossology
 bullying
 folktales
 superheroes
 extreme sports

tell us about your experience with the activities: (Please check off all applicable.)
easy and fun to do
 the directions were difficult to understand
 my child enjoyed the activities

Did talking about what you were reading, and the activities help your child to learn? (please circle the applicable number.)

1 53 42

(did not learn much) (learnt a lot)

would you like to try another Literacy Kit Activity with your child?
Yes
 No

what kinds of things is your child interested in?
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional comments
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

6 Reading Rockets. Environment: Adventures in Reading: Family LIteracy Bags from Reading Rockets." Reading Rockets: Reading 

       Comprehension & Language Arts Teaching Strategies for Kids. Web. 09 Sept. 2010. <http://www.readingrockets.org/article/27935>.

PARENT 
FEEDBACK 
SURVEY6

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/27935
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/27935

